




ATTENTION INSTALLERS CAUTION: WOOD DUST Sawing, sanding and 
machining wood products can produce wood dust. Airborne wood dust can 
cause respiratory, eye, and skin irritation. The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (ARC) has classified wood dust as a nasal carcinogen in 
humans.
Precautionary Measures: If power tools are used, they should be equipped with a 
dust collector. If high dust levels are encountered, use an appropriate NIOSH---
designated dust mask. Avoid dust contact with eye and skin. First Aid Measures in 
case of Irritation: flush eyes or skin with water for at least 15 minutes. Material 
Safety Data Sheets are available at 866-722-4442 .

      GENERAL INSTALLATION GUIDELINES

STEP 1: ESTABLISH A STARTING POINT --- WALL TO WALL INSTALLATION

• Installation parallel to the longest wall is recommended for best visual effects, 
however, the floor should be installed perpendicular to the flooring joists unless 
subfloor has been reinforced to reduce subfloor sagging. 

• If a moisture retardant material is to be used, such as Aquabar "B", HWD 15, or 15# 
builder's felt, install this material before proceeding, lapping joints 6" and stapling if 
necessary. 

• Measure the width of the product being installed. For random or alternate width 
products, use the widest plank for the first row. 

• Add 1" to allow for 3/4" expansion and the width of the tongue.
• Using this measurement, in at least two places, measure out equal distance from 

the starting wall and 12"-18" from the corners (see Figure 3) and snap a chalk line. 

 Chalk line
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STEP 2: INSTALLING FIRST ROWS --- WALL TO WALL INSTALLATION 
NOTE: Always end glue wide width (4" or more) planks with a good construction 
adhesive.
•  Use the longest, straightest boards available for the first two rows. Align tongue of 
first row on chalk line. The groove should be facing the starting wall. Pre-drill the nail 
holes 1/2" from back (groove) edge, 1-2" from each end, and at 6" intervals at a 45 
degree angle down through the nailing "pocket" on top of the tongue (see figure 4). 
•  Face-nail the groove side where pre-drilled. When complete, blind-nail at a 45--- 
degree angle through the tongue of the first row. Fasten using 6 or 8d nails. Countersink 
nails to ensure flush engagement of groove. Avoid bruising the wood by using a nail set 
to drive the nails the last 1/4" into the tongue. Continue blind-nailing using this method 
with following rows until stapler or nailer can be used. 
•  End-joints of adjacent rows should be staggered a minimum of 6" to ensure a more 
favorable overall appearance. 
•  Beginning rows may be blind-nailed where clearance allows using a pneumatic finish 
nailer with 15 gauge, 1-1⁄2" (minimum) nails.

Figure 4 

Starting wall

STEP 1 & 2: CENTER TO WALL INSTALLATION
• Snap a chalk line down the center of the room. 
• Install a sacrificial row that extends the entire length of the room on the center line. 
• Install three rows of flooring. 
• Remove the sacrificial row and insert a slip tongue in the open groove. 

STEP 3: RACKING THE FLOOR
• "Dry" lay materials to cover approximately 2⁄3 of the room. Begin dry laying 
approximately 6" from the edge of the previously installed rows. Avoid pulling boards too 
tightly together on the sides, as they must move freely when fastening begins. 

• Mark the final board in each row and cut to proper length allowing for expansion. 
Visually inspect flooring, setting aside boards that need to have natural character flaws 
cut out. Use these boards for starting and finishing row after objectionable characteristics 
have been removed. 

STEP 4: INSTALLING THE FLOOR
•  Fasten a sacrificial board to the floor. Check for surface damage, air pressure setting, 
tongue damage, etc. before proceeding. Make all adjustments and corrections before 
installation begins. Once proper adjustments have been made, remove and destroy the 
board. 

•  Begin installation with several rows at a time, fastening each board with at least two 
fasteners, 8-10" apart and 4-6" from the ends (to avoid splitting or creating excessive 
overwood on the end joints). Tighten boards as necessary to reduce gaps before 
fastening.

Drill and face nail every 6"

STEP 4: INSTALLING THE FLOOR (continued)
• End-joints of adjacent rows should be staggered 6" when possible to ensure 

a more favorable overall appearance.
• The last 1-2 rows will need to be face-nailed where clearance does not 

permit blind nailing with stapler or brad nailer. Pre-drill and face-nail on the 
tongue side following the nailing pattern used for the first row.

• Rip final row to fit and face-nail. If the final row is less than than 1" in width, 
it should first be glued to the previous UNINSTALLED row and the two 
joined units should be face-nailed as one.

STEP 5: COMPLETING THE JOB

• Clean floor with the recommended wood flooring cleaner. 
• Re-install any transition pieces that may be needed, such as Reducer Strips, 

T-moldings, or Thresholds. The products are available pre-finished to 
coordinate with your flooring. 

• Re-install all base and/or quarter round moldings. Nail moldings into the 
wall, not the floor. 

• Inspect the floor, filling all minor gaps with the appropriate blended filler.
• If the floor is to be covered, use a breathable material such as cardboard. 

Do not cover with plastic or any other material acting as a vapor barrier.
• To prevent surface damage avoid rolling heavy appliances and furniture on 

the floor. use plywood, hardboard, or appliance lifts if necessary.
• Leave warranty and floor care information with the owner. 

FLOOR CARE GUIDE
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 
To ensure the full benefit of warranties and to extend the beauty of your new 
hardwood floor, we recommend the following preventative maintenance steps for 
your hardwood floor. 
• Use floor mats at all entrances to help keep dirt and moisture from being 
tracked in. Area rugs are recommended in high traffic areas and at sinks. Mats 
and area rugs should be slip resistant with backing that will not discolor the floor. 
• To help guard against scratches and dents, install felt floor protectors under 
furniture legs and equipment. 
• Use soft rubber casters for rolling furniture. 
• Remove high heels or shoes that need repair. Some types of high heel shoes can 
severely damage the surface of any floor covering. 
• Maintain a healthy humidity at 35-55%. Certain regions within North America 
have extreme changes in humidity levels that can affect all wood floors. To 
maintain the humidity at the healthy range of 35-55%, it may require either a 
humidifier or a dehumidifier. 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE
• Do not let sand, dirt and grit build up on your floors. 
• Dust, sweep and vacuum floors regularly. 
• For normal cleaning use the Impressions Hardwood 
cleaner or comparable product. Do NOT wet mop your 
hardwood floor. 
• Do NOT use a steam cleaner or steam mop to clean 
hardwood. 
• Never use wax, oil soap, or vinegars! 
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